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From Mayor 

Marshall Katz 

and the Village 

Board 

Another busy year has passed and your 

Village Board has been hard at work on 

behalf of our residents. This newsletter 

focuses on our accomplishments in 

2018 and our plans for 2019. 

 

Fiscal 

The Village Board does its best to keep 

costs down and to fund the operations 

of the Village as much as possible from 

sources that do not add to the property 

tax burden of our residents. Here are 

some highlights: 

 We were successful in negotiating 

with Orange and Rockland (O&R) 

for significant funds towards the 

repair of all the roads in the Dutch 

Village section of Wesley Hills 

that had been dug up to replace 

aging gas lines. We received 

$251,488.26 from O&R towards 

fund fully repaving the affected 

roads. 

 A big thank you to State Assem-

blyman Kenneth Zebrowski ob-

tained a $75,000 grant for the Vil-

lage that will be used towards the 

repaving of Astor Place in the 

Spring/Summer. 

 After failing to obtain a BridgeNY 

Grant in 2017 to replace the cul-

vert under Wesley Chapel Road at 

the intersection with Grandview 

Road, we spoke with New York 

State to understand where we fell 

short. Learning from our mistakes, 

the Village invested funds to have 

our Engineer confirm our owner-

ship of the right-of-way and docu-

ment other details of the existing 

conditions, and paid a Grant 

Writer for additional help. As a 

result, the Village was successful 

this year in getting $669,571 for 

the work. New York State will 

handle all aspects of the project 

from design through construction. 

 The Village participates in the 

Stormwater Consortium of Rock-

land County and received $16,982 

in grant funds that were used to 

offset the cost of the Village Engi-

neer’s participation in a mapping 

project that the consortium has 

been undertaking. 

 

Infrastructure 

With nearly 25 miles of roads, a Vil-

lage park, Village Hall, culverts and 

other infrastructure under our control, 

the Village has to expend funds each 

year to maintain these infrastructures. 

 The Village paved more roads 

than usual in 2018 due to the 

funding mentioned above that 

was received from O&R. In all, 

the following roads were 

paved: Village Green, Marcus, 

Beth, Glenbrook, Amsterdam, 

Van Winkle, Holland, Wind-

mill and Jodi. 

 As mentioned above, Astor 

will be paved in 2019. The 

Village will conduct its annual 

road survey in the Spring to 

determine which additional 

roads will be repaved in 2019. 

 The Village is currently con-

sidering a major repair to Old 

Route 202 where the road edge 

has been deteriorating. The 

Village Engineer has recom-

mended reconstruction of the 

southern side, a new pavement 

base, and a stone swale to pre-

vent a repeat of this problem. 

The estimated cost of this pro-

ject is $125,000. 
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 This month the Village added con-

crete curbs to the end of North 

Sherri Lane to redirect water that 

flows down the hill and spills on 

to properties at the bottom of the 

hill. The Village also took care of 

some other minor curb repairs on 

Dike, Baker and Village Green. 

 In Greg Sikorsky Park (on Lime 

Kiln Road), the Village replaced 

the old Fire Engine play structure, 

improved the playground surface, 

power washed graffiti from the 

bridge and benches, and added 

signs to discourage people from 

feeding the waterfowl. We will 

continue to conduct maintenance 

repairs and replacements as 

needed. 

 At Village Hall, the employee 

bathroom (which dates back dec-

ades  when Village Hall was a 

house) was fully updated (yes, you 

can no longer take a bath at Vil-

lage Hall). In addition, drainage 

repairs, covered by an old, unspent 

grant, were undertaken in our 

parking lot.  This Spring the park-

ing lot will be sealed, striped, and 

new signage will be purchased 

also using the old grant. 

 The Village Board is to considering 

seeking a grant to add sidewalks on 

Willow Tree Road from 306 to 

Wilder/Forshay. A pedestrian study 

was conducted this past summer 

that the Village Board believes 

shows the need for this sidewalk. 

The Village Engineer has per-

formed survey work that details the 

Village’s ownership of the right-of-

way needed for the project. If the 

Village continues to pursue this 

project, the Village Engineer will 

conduct additional studies that the 

Federal government will look for in 

our application for grant funding. 

 The Village has converted nearly 

2/3 of our street lights to LEDs, 

reducing our operating costs.  The 

conversion continues in 2019 as 

we receive allocations from O&R. 

 After receiving a petition from 

residents and holding a meeting 

with neighbors, a stop sign was 

added to the intersection of Glen-

brook and Moccasin. 

Working with Other Municipalities 

The Village Board focuses on the needs 

of our residents.  Often that means 

working with nearby municipalities and 

governments. 

 The Village is a participant and 

signatory to the countywide 

Shared Services Agreement that 

looks to share services between 

various governments to keep over-

all costs down. 

 The Village submitted comments 

to the Village of New Hempstead 

concerning several proposed laws 

that could possibly impact our 

residents covering issues such as 

the location of multi-family hous-

ing, commercial zones, and tempo-

rary school trailers. 

 The Village also submitted com-

ments to New Hempstead concern-

ing a commercial project they are 

considering for the southeastern 

corner of the intersection of 306 

and Grandview. Our concerns 

focused on lighting, drainage and 

traffic flow. New Hempstead was 

responsive to our comments and 

had changes made to the plans. 

 The Mayor attended a County 

organized meeting with O&R to 

discuss their failures in response to 

the extended outages last Winter, 

sharing with O&R his own con-

cerns as well as all the emails he 

received from residents about their 

experiences and complaints. 

 The Mayor attended the open 

house run by the planning consult-

ants who are working on the 

Town’s Northeast Ramapo Strate-

gic Plan (covering the ballpark, 

Minisceongo golf course and other 

nearby properties), and discussed 

traffic and other impacts this plan 

may have on our residents. 

 The Village Board, at the encour-

agement of the newly formed Vil-

lage Environmental Committee 

(more about this later), passed a 

resolution urging the County Leg-

islature to study the idea of a 

countywide ban on single use plas-

tic bags. This resolution was 

shared with other county Villages 

who may pass their own versions. 

 The Village signed onto a letter 

opposing changes to New York 

State small cell rules that would 

make it even harder for the Village 

to exercise home rule over the cell 

nodes that are installed on utility 

poles. 

 At the Village’s request, the New 

York State Department of Trans-

portation will remove the passing 

zones on Route 306 between 

Grandview and Willow Tree. A 

resident brought this to our atten-

tion and the Village Board be-

lieved that with the number of 

driveways along that stretch of 

road, passing should not be al-

lowed. 

 In response to the number of acci-

dents at Lime Kiln and Wilder, the 

Village requested the County in-

stall “Cross Traffic Does Not 

Stop” signs. Based on the accident 

reports, nearly all the accidents at 

this intersection were due to peo-
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ple ignoring the stop signs or stop-

ping, then proceeding into the 

intersection when cross traffic was 

approaching. We will continue to 

consider other solutions for this 

problem intersection. 

 The goose population control ef-

forts that the Village worked on 

with the Town or Ramapo seem to 

be showing success this year and 

the Town has agreed to continue 

the program. 

 

Codes and Law 

With input from our residents the Vil-

lage Board regularly discusses whether 

changes are needed to the Village 

codes. We made two changes to our 

laws in 2018. 

 The Village passed a law that al-

lows for Community Choice Ag-

gregation to enable our residents 

to buy electricity and natural gas at 

better prices than can be obtained 

from O&R or ESCOs (Energy 

Service Companies). We expect 

the program to be implemented 

this Spring. Residents should be 

on the lookout for mailings con-

cerning this program and how to 

opt out if that is what they choose 

to do. 

 The Village passed a law that 

aligned the Village with the 

County and Town concerning 

property tax exemptions for people 

over 65, veterans, gold star par-

ents, cold war veterans, physically 

disabled people, people with other 

disabilities and limited incomes, 

and volunteer firefighters and am-

bulance workers. 

 

Community Participation 

Our elected officials and paid staff are 

not the only people who work on behalf 

of the Village.  We have many resi-

dents who are involved both on stand-

ing boards and ad hoc committees. Our 

Planning Board and Zoning Board of 

Appeals have existed since the Vil-

lage’s formation and are made up of 

residents who are committed to proper 

development and growth of the Village. 

This year the Village created two new 

committees. The Gardening/Parks 

Committee is currently working on 

beautification efforts for the grounds of 

Village Hall and the roundabout at the 

intersection of Wilder/Forshay/Willow 

Tree.  

The Environmental Committee is ex-

ploring various programs to make our 

Village a “greener” community.  

Positions on the Planning Board and 

Zoning Board of Appeals become 

available occasionally and the Mayor 

keeps a list of people who have ex-

pressed interest. The Gardening/Parks 

Committee and Environmental Com-

mittee is accepting new members at 

this time. If you are interested in any of 

our boards or committees, please reach 

out to the Mayor or Village Trustees. 

 

Miscellaneous 

 The Village’s new website de-

buted in early 2018. The site is 

dynamic and is updated regularly.  

If you have not visited, please do 

so.  You might be surprised at how 

much information is available to 

our residents. 

 As promised during the public 

hearings concerning the cell nodes 

on utility poles, the Village had an 

engineer test the DAS cell nodes 

that were installed in the Village. 

The nodes are operating well 

within the Federal guidelines and 

the results of the testing were 

posted on our website. 

 It’s been over a year since the no 

left turn signs were installed by 

New York State at the intersection 

of 202/Lime Kiln/Spook Rock. 

We compared the accident reports 

from before and after for that in-

tersection and surrounding inter-

sections and were pleased to find 

fewer accidents are occurring at 

that intersection, and that there has 

been little change to the accident 

rates at nearby intersections. 

 The Village purchased portable 

speed limit signs and placed them 

in various locations throughout the 

Village in an effort to get people 

to slow down. Unfortunately, this 

did not work out as anticipated. 

The signs were run over, ignored 

and in some cases stolen. 

 Several yard sales were held this 

year in the Village Hall parking 

lot. 

 Village Hall was decorated in the 

Fall with a beautifully carved 

pumpkin courtesy of our resident, 

Tjokorda Gde Arsa Artha. 

 The Village is currently exploring 

using the Rockland County Solid 

Waste Management Authority 

(RCSWMA) to handle our garbage 

and recycling in the hopes that 

they could use their clout to obtain 

a better price for our residents than 

we could obtain through our regu-

lar bid process. In the previous bid 
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 And finally, thanks to all of our residents 

for all their suggestions and comments 

throughout the year and for making 

Wesley Hills a great place to live.  We 

are here for you, and some of our best 

ideas come from the people who live 

here.  Please continue to reach out to us 

with your suggestions and comments. 

 

Marshall Katz, Mayor 

Ed McPherson, Deputy Mayor 

Howard Richman, Trustee 

Marion Ben-Jacob, Trustee 

Ruth Ivey, Trustee 

 

 

processes, few carters bid, and 

prices rose significantly. Several 

other County Villages currently use 

the RSCWMA. If we go the 

RCSWMA route, the County will 

tax residents directly for garbage 

services (as part of the Town tax 

bill sent out in January) and the 

Village taxes will be reduced. 

 

Thank you 

As we did last year, we want to thank 

the people who make our Village the 

wonderful place it is to live. 

 Thanks to our Village Staff for the 

work they do on behalf of our resi-

dents. 

 Thanks to our attorneys, experts, 

and consultants for supporting the 

needs of the Village. 

 Thanks to the residents who give of 

their time to serve on our Planning 

Board and Zoning Board of Appeals 

both for their time at meetings and 

for obtaining and maintaining their 

State required certifications. 

 Thanks to the residents serving on 

our Gardening/Parks and Environ-

mental Committees. 

Congratulations and farewell to our long term 

Fire Inspector, Chris Kear, who was recently 

named the Director of the Rockland County 

Office of Fire and Emergency Services.  Chris 

served the Village admirably for many years, 

and is truly deserving of his new position with 

the County.  Evan Humphrey has been hired to 

serve as our new Fire Inspector. 

Fire Inspector 

mailto:mayor@wesleyhills.org
http://www.wesleyhills.org/home/home.htm

